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Briefing to: Safer Sefton Communities Partnership 

Briefing from: Steve Martlew Localities Service Manager  

Date: 11 March 2021 

Subject: Funding for Domestic Homicide Review   

Prepared by: Steve Martlew Localities Service Manager

Purpose / Summary

To brief Safer Sefton Communities Partnership (SSCP) about the funding arrangements and 
options for Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHR) and seek financial support from statutory agencies 
that form the SSCP to cover the costs of future DHR’s   

Recommendation that: SSCP notes the contents of the report and decides that 

 Statutory Agencies from the Partnership undertake to financially support the cost of future 
DHR’s

1 Introduction

1.1 It is a statutory function of the Community Safety partnership to undertake Domestic Homicide 
Reviews (DHR). The purpose of a DHR is 

 Establish what lessons are to be learned from the domestic homicide
 regarding the way in which local professionals and organisations work individually and together 

to safeguard victims;
 Identify clearly what those lessons are both within and between agencies, how and within what 

timescales they will be acted on, and what is expected to change as a result;
 Apply those lessons to service responses including changes to policies and procedures as 

appropriate;
 Prevent domestic violence homicide and improve service responses for all domestic violence 

victims, their children and/or other relatives through improved intra and inter-agency working.
 Contribute to a better understanding of the nature of domestic violence and abuse and:
 Highlight good practice

2 Current Situation

2.1 At its meeting on the 11th October 2017, SSCP considered a report from the Head of Communities 
on this subject. The report highlighted that in 2012 partners (Merseyside Police, Sefton Council, 
National Probation Service, NHS Merseyside and Merseyside Police Authority) had each 
contributed £5k each to a £25k fund that was managed by the Council and covered the costs of 
DHRs. At that time David Hunter and Associates was the consultant used for DHRs and typically 
the cost was approximately £5k per review. 

2.2 In 2017 following DHR 7 there was £11,094 left in the fund. The minutes of the meeting agreed 
that the then statutory agencies that form the SSCP (Merseyside Police, Sefton Council, 
Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service, National Probation Service, Merseyside Community 
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Rehabilitation Company and Sefton Clinical Commissioning Groups) each contribute the sum of 
£5k to cover the costs of future DHR’s.

2.3 For reasons unknown the payments were never made and as such the fund has remained at 
£11,094. Follow DHR 8 which was submitted to the Home Office in Autumn 2020 (SSCP received 
a report from Paul Cheesman the DHR 8 Chair at its meeting on 10 December 2020) the fund 
now stands at £4594 as the costs of DHR 8 were £6500. 

2.4 David Hunter and Associates (Paul Cheesman is one of the associates) have now retired. There 
are fewer DHR Chairs available and as such the price has increased – typically the cost of a 
single DHR is around £8k.

2.5 We currently have 3 DHRs in progress:

DHR 9 – Contract agreed £7,500 underway
DHR10 – Contract agreed £8,000 not yet started
DHR11 – Still at evidence gathering stage – approximate cost £8k

3 Proposals

3.1 The proposal is that the statutory agencies that currently make up the SSCP contribute £10k to a 
fund to cover the cost of the ongoing DHRs and any future DHRs that may occur. The fund will 
be retained and managed by the Council. The statutory agencies asked to contribute are:

 Merseyside Police
 Sefton Council
 Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service
 National Probation Service
 Sefton CCG’s

4 Summary

4.1 It is the statutory duty of the SSCP to undertake DHRs. The typical cost of a DHR is approximately 
£8k. Previously statutory organisations that form the SSCP have contributed to cover the cost of 
DHRs. The SSCPs statutory agencies are asked to contribute £10k to a fund managed by the 
Council to cover the cost of current and future DHRs. 

5 Recommendations

5.1 SSCP notes the contents of the report and decides that Statutory Agencies from the Partnership 
undertake to financially support the cost of future DHR’s


